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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

          Coalition Aims to Help 5,000 People Get a Financial Boost This Tax Season

Lincoln, Ne – January 27, 2012 - Last year, over 133,000 Nebraskans claimed the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) on their taxes for a total of $277 million in returns --on average $2,082 per household. In Lincoln alone, over $35 million dollars came back to our economy through the tax credit.

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program offers tax preparation services to low-to-moderate income individuals and households in Lancaster and Saunders Counties at no cost. Tax preparation includes both state and federal electronic filing.  VITA operates sites at several conveniently located at libraries, cultural centers, and other locations throughout the City of Lincoln from January through April 2012. Schedules are available at the tax sites and other locations throughout the community or online at: www.communityactionatwork.org. 

Locally, VITA is coordinated through Community Action and the Lincoln Earned Income Tax Credit Coalition. The EITC Coalition is a volunteer-driven partnership that provides free income tax assistance and earned income tax preparation to the Lincoln community.  This group is part of a state and national movement to assist people who are working but still unable to make ends meet.  Through the generosity of over 150 local volunteers, the Coalition aims to assist over 5,000 people in our community get a financial boost this tax season through EITC.
“There are many hard-working families in our community who are struggling financially.  One of the most important things that we can do is help them file their taxes at no cost, and ensure that they have the opportunity to claim all the credits and refunds that they are eligible for” said Julie Farwell, Nebraska Statewide Asset Development Coordinator. 
Friday, January 27th is EITC awareness day both in Lincoln, Nebraska, and across the nation. As a national grassroots effort spotlighting a potentially life-changing tax credit, EITC has been making the lives of workers a little easier for more than 37 years.

The EITC credit is the federal government’s largest benefit for working families, designed to reduce the tax burden on workers, supplement wages, and provide a work incentive. Those who qualify can get back some or all of the federal income tax deducted from their pay.  

Millions of workers who saw their earnings drop in 2011 may qualify for the EITC credit for the first time.  According to the IRS, rural and non-traditional families – such as grandparents raising grandchildren – childless workers, and non-English speaking taxpayers are among those who most frequently overlook the tax credit. 

Eligibility is based on several factors including but not limited to: the amount of income earned, and other types of income, or combined income if married; whether you have qualifying children and how many.  Workers without children may also qualify.  
To use the service, individuals must provide photo identification; Social Security cards, and birth dates for all family members; W-2 and Form 1099s; other relevant tax information such as interest paid on mortgages and student loans, charitable donations, child care bills and the ID numbers of day care providers; a copy of last year’s federal and state tax returns; and bank and routing numbers for direct deposit. Married filers must both be present to sign. 

More information is available by calling 2-1-1, contacting Community Action at 471-4515, or visiting www.communityactionatwork.org.

###
CONTACT:

Jill Connor, Resource Development Coordinator
Community Action Partnership of Lancaster and Saunders Counties
210 ‘O’ Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
Phone: (402) 875-9337
Email: jconnor@communityactionatwork.org
